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Greater Manchester contains some of the most deprived areas in the country
but strategic objective 5, to reduce inequality, is weak. How about a local
wealth tax and redistribution to the poorest 10%? Ending poverty is UN SDG
number 1 and the UK is one of the most unequal developed countries in
Europe. We need imaginative solutions here and | would like to see a
Citizens" Assembly on creative ways to end inequality in Greater Manchester.

Food security will be an ever-increasing problem due to climate change. The
vision does not address this adequately. Far more provision should be made
for allotments and a policy of encouraging people to plant veg not lawns.
The Parks and Gardens departments should be leading on this. Vertical
farms and the incorporation of food production on roofs, for example, should
be planned for.

Additionally, | do not see enough being done to address the drastic loss in
biodiversity and even the possible breakdown of food systems due to lack
of pollinators.

Water security and protection from flooding are also going to hugely increase
in importance due to climate change. | do not see enough attention being
paid to this.

The words "enhance", "improve", "promote" in the relevant section (We will:

Enhance special landscapes, green infrastructure, biodiversity and
geodiversity

Improve access to the natural environment and green spaces including parks

Promote the role of green space in climate resilience and reducing flood
risk.) are too wishywashy, given the seriousness of the existential threats
we face on these fronts. The word "enhance" for biodiversity" sounds like
adding a frilly hem to a dress, when what is happening is that the web of life
of our planet is disintegrating and this must be stopped if we are to survive.
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| want to see stronger language and a firm commitment to appropriate action

here, e.g. "we commit to reversing biodiversity loss", "we guarantee access

to the natural environment and green spaces to all social groups (unless not
appropriate due to sensitivity of wildlife to intrusion) and commit to preserve

all existing green spaces (by e.g. not building on them)", "we will immediately

stop all building in areas susceptible to flooding and even resettle all people
and businesses in those areas, in accordance with the rapidly increasing
number and intensity of extreme rainfall events.".

It is also not enough to "Promote carbon neutrality of new development by
2028". What does "promote" (another wishywashy politicians" word) even
mean? Ask building companies for voluntary compliance? That"s not going
to work. They must be required to build carbon neutral, with carbon neutral
materials etc.. Additionally, it is not enough to limit this requirement to new
building. If we are to become carbon neutral quickly enough to stop our
planet from careening into a fireball disaster scenario, then all existing
buildings must be retrofitted to carbon neutrality by 2028. This is even more
important than new build compliance.

Foulkes

Deborah

1285876

Our Strategic Objectives
Web

5. Reduce inequalities and improve prosperity
7. Ensure that districts involved are more resilient and carbon neutral
8. Improve the quality of our natural environment and access to green spaces
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Growth and prosperity in the future will increasingly come to be defined by
human creative potential as artificial intelligence takes over roles previously
performed by humans. Accordingly, to keep pace with this, creative artists
of all types must have cheap/affordable creative spaces made available to
them in all areas of Greater Manchester. Everyone should be able to apply
for what | shall call a "creative allotment", i.e. studio space, just as everyone
should have the right to a piece of land to grow vegetables and fruit. The
mental health benefits of these creative spaces as well as their potential
contribution to innovation and prosperity should not be underestimated. Old
textile factories could provide these spaces, for example (instead of being
turned into penthouses for foreign real estate companies to snap up).

Foulkes

Deborah

1285876

JP-Strat 1 Core Growth Area
Web
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Special affordable housing must be created for groups of young people.
Denmark and Finland have been pioneers here.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/workingpapers/soci/w14/text2_en.htm
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JP-Strat 2 City Centre
Web
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JP-S 2 Carbon and Energy
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The policy stated elsewhere of building on some mosslands is incompatible
with this stated strategy. "6. Increasing the range of nature based solutions
including carbon sequestration through the restoration of peat-based habitats,
woodland management, tree-planting and natural flood management
techniques." The mosslands should not be built upon but should be restored
to carbon-sequestering peat-based habitats.

Foulkes

Deborah
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JP-G 4 Lowland Wetlands and Mosslands
Web
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Some sections of undeveloped mossland, however, are considered
appropriate for future development as they are well-located to make a notable
contribution to delivering more balanced and inclusive growth."

| strongly object to this. All mossland is to be protected. | have a deep spiritual
connection to Wardley Moss, for example, where | played when | grew up.
My ashes are to be scattered there. And | have written about the devastation
the building of the motorway through it caused to my child psyche in a
memoir, hopefully soon to be published. If this or any other of the mosses
are built on, | will come and lie down in front of the bulldozers.
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No reduction in the Green Belt is to be contemplated. Paradise has been
paved over enough. There should be more Green Belt land, not less. If built
up areas continue to increase at the rate they are currently going, the whole
planet will eventually be paved over. It has to stop.
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